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Responding to the Word
James 1:22-25 

Introduction:
· Receive and Respond

· Hear and Heed

· Apprehend and Apply

James has given us ways to receive the word 1:19-21

Listening – lowly – Peaceful – Wholesome – Welcoming – Willing 

In these verses he emphasizes responding to the Word. Spiritual growth does not end with hearing the Word, but it must begin there. Spiritual growth begins with hearing the Word, but it must not end there.

I. The Foolish Hearer – 1:22 

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”
 “But” these verse in contrast to verse 21. God’s Word can sanctify us, but only to the extent that we do what it says.

A.  The Concept is Not New
1.  It was Taught in the Old Testament
Deuteronomy 28:58
“If you do not carefully observe all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, THE LORD YOUR GOD, ‘then the LORD will bring upon you and your descendants extraordinary plagues – great and prolonged plagues – and serious and prolonged sicknesses.”
Deuteronomy 29:29
”The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”
2.  Jesus Taught It - Luke 11:28

“But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

B.  It Emphasizes “be” not “do”

James is not saying do something. He is saying become something.
James is saying become a doer. 
“Do something” would mean one act.

“Become a doer” would mean keep on going, keep on doing.

These people might have well been doing a good deed here and there, but they had not become doers of the Word.

C.  It Fools Only You

The believer who only goes to church to listen is only fooling himself. There is no benefit/profit (2:15) is doing so. Just a waste of time.
Jesus is looking for learners (disciples) not auditors. He said: “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher.” (Luke 6:40) His last command was: “Make disciples of all nations…teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you.” (Matt 28:19-20)
This man suffers from a serious case of self-delusion,
Notice What He Does Not Say:

1.  That He Deceives Other People
Most people can spot a hypocrite. Maybe some will be fooled. But James is not saying that.
2.  That He Fools God
Remember what God said when Samuel was about to anoint Jesse’s oldest son instead of David: 

I Samuel 16:7
“But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

3. James says that He Deceives Himself
This Man’s Logic is:
Major Premise: All I have to do to please God is go to church and hear the Word.

Minor Premise: I go to church and hear the Word.

Conclusion: I please God.
This premise makes sense to the “hearer only”, because this is what he believes. He is happy and content for now. He has temporally deceived himself. But his major premise is false. I order to be pleasing to God one must hear and do His word, only then can he benefit from hearing the Word.

Revelation 1:3

“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.”
II. The Forgetful Hearer – 1:23 – 24

A.  He Observes Himself – 1:23

In a mirror – bronze metal – hammered smooth - sometimes not as smooth [like carnival mirror].
What does he see? - The face of his birth.

The Believer Sees: His position in Christ – What he is by God’s grace, then, he is commanded to live accordingly. The best argument for living the Word is our position in Christ.
B.   He Goes Away – 1:24a

“…for he observes himself, goes away,”
Many walk out of church and never think about the Word again until next Sunday. They take nothing with them because they were only hearing not learning.

C.  He Forgets What He Saw – 1:24b

“…and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.”

This man forgets that he is a child of God and goes out and lives like he always did.

III. The Faithful Hearer – 1:25

“But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.”
He looks into the perfect law of liberty. Sounds like an oxymoron – law and liberty.

James is not speaking of the Mosaic Law,

· The OT Law was a yoke of bondage - Which Peter said, “neither we nor our Fathers were able to bear” (Acts 15:10).
· The Mosaic Law has been done away (Hebrews 8; 2 Cor. 3). 
· It did not produce incentive to obey – just fear and guilt. So Paul says, “the letter kills, but Spirit gives life” (2 Cor. 3:6)

· The Law was a ministry of death (2 Cor. 3:7)

· Righteousness could never come by the law (Gal. 3:21).

James is speaking about the New Covenant
· The New Covenant is the perfect law of liberty. Under the New Covenant God works from the inside out.
The Word of this New Covenant Requires:
A. Careful Examination
He looks – παρακύψαϛ - to stoop down - to get a good look.
Occurs only 2 other places in the NT:

I Peter 1:12
“To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven – things which angels desire to look into.
Luke 24:12
“But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw linen cloths lying by themselves and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.

1. The Faithful Hearer Learns what the Word says
This is called Revelation. MUCH misunderstanding of the word is due to a faulty reading. Opposition to the grace gospel says:
a. You can’t just believe the Gospel and be saved [form Hell]
They use James 2:1. You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe – and tremble!

b. If you don’t repent you will go to Hell,
Luke 13:5

 “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
But verse 4 is speaking of physical perishing not spiritual,

”Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?”
2. The Faithful Hearer also Learns what the Word Means
This is called interpretation.
Interpretation requires careful examination:
Whether you are a professional or a vocational or a laborer, you have to study to attain proficiency in what you do. You buy books, tapes and videos. You take classes to keep up on the latest trends and methods. You do practicums to keep up on your skills. Preparing for a span of 30 – 40 years of service.
Check your library at home – how many books do you have to help you to understand the Bible, (not just owning them, but using them.)

Many of the classes are free. Do you attend? Do you learn? Do you practice your service for the millennium and eternal Kingdom? This is the rehearsal. The way you practice is the way you will play.

B. Diligent Application
· Not only what does it say? - Revelation

· Not only what does it mean? - Interpretation

· But what does it mean to me? - Application

C.  Certain Blessing – 

Be blessed in what he does. But there is no blessing to the one who is not a doer of the Word.

Conclusion

God is working from the inside out - The doer of the Word starts by continuous and intently looking to the inside to see the true inner self, the new man/nature, “the perfect law of liberty” then he/she becomes a doer of the work. This is the formula for being blessed.
